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Keynote Content

1. Introduction

2. Facts and Figures about the European and Austrian Pulp- and Paper 

Industry

3. Timber Availability – Is there enough for everyone?!

4. Bioeconomy – Substitution of Fossil-Based Products

5. Video – Green Source

6. Recommendations and Conclusions
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Introduction

Hans Grieshofer, Vienna (AT)

• Graduate Engineer for Forestry and Timber 

Management, BOKU Vienna.

• Head of Department of Resource Policy for 

the Austrian Pulp and Paper Industry, 

Austropapier.

• Steering Group Member of the 

Cooperation Platform Forest Wood and 

Paper (FHP) as well as PEFC Austria.

Disclaimer: The views expressed at the TRICO® FORESTRY CAMPUS are those of the speaker and do not necessarily represent the views of 

Austropapier. If content from the lecture is quoted, please clarify this with the author.
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Facts & Figures

Trade: Forest Based Industry 

Foreign Trade Surplus:

€ 4 billion !
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Facts & Figures

THE AMAZING 

TREE!
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Facts & Figures

Producing Pulp & Paper out of Timber (EU/Cepi)
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Facts & Figures

Producing Pulp & Paper out of Timber (AT)

50 % WOOD CHIPS & OTHER 
SAW MILLS RESIDUES
50 % ROUND WOOD

8,6 Mio. M³
TIMBER IN TOTAL

74% FROM REGIONAL 
RESOURCES IN AT

100% FROM CERTIFIED 
SUSTAINABLE MANAGED 

FORESTS

4,7 Mio. t
PAPER

(paper made of pulp & 
recycled paper)

2 Mio. t
PULP
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Timber Availability

Forest Area (EU)



SEITE 20

Timber Availability

Forest Area (AT)

Proportion of forest area in Austrian 
municipalities

4 mio. ha 48%
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Timber Availability

Growing Stock (AT)

Source: BFW

Sweden 110 m³/ha
Finland  100 m³/ha

Mio. m³ standing timber

351 m³/ha

241 m³/ha
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Timber Availability

Tree Species (AT)
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Timber Availability

Austrian Wood Flows (I)
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Timber Availability

Austrian Wood Flows (II)
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Timber Availability

Austrian Timber Balance
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Timber Availability

Biggest Industrial Provider of Renewable Energy (AT)

60%
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES

3.000 GWh
ELECTRICITY GENERATED

DELIVERING ELECTRICITY AND HEAT FOR 
OVER 

100.000 HOUSEHOLDS13.100 GWh
HEAT GENERATED
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Timber Availability

European 

Green Deal –

„Fit for 55“
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Bioeconomy

BIOECONOMY: Substituting Fossil-Based Products

VISCOSE INSTEAD 
OF SYNTHETIC 

FIBRE

PACKAGING MADE 
OF PAPER

CONVENIENCE 
PRDUCTS MADE 

OF PAPER

GREEN ENERGY / 
BIO FUELS

BIO COMPOSITE: 
FIBRE 

REINFORCED

FOOD
E.G. CHEWING 

GUM FROM 
RESIN, DIETARY 

FIBRES…

AND MANY MORE 
TO COME….
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Bioeconomy

What can you make from 100 kg of Wood?
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Bioeconomy

Status quo: Biorefineries in Europe

MAIN PRODUCTS PRODUCED 
TODAY: 

• TEXTILES
• BIO FUELS
• TALL OIL PRODUCTS

139 
BIOREFINERIES 

IN THE EU (2020)

84 %
BASED ON PULP PROCESS

MAIN APPLICATIONS FOR 
BIOREFINERY PRODUCTS

Source:
CEPI (https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Innovative-bio-based-products-for-a-sustainable-future-Cepinar.pdf)
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Bioeconomy

Status quo: Biorefineries in Austria (I)

Source:
AustroCel: Transformation into a Modern Biorefinery and Bioenergy Producer – A Case Study
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Bioeconomy

Status quo: Biorefineries in Austria (II)

Source:
AustroCel: Transformation into a Modern Biorefinery and Bioenergy Producer – A Case Study
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Green Source

Video
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Take Home Messages

Recommendations and Conclusions

 Increasing demand for bio-based products, while climate change is impacting the 

availability of timber!         

Potential of conflict, but the Pulp and Paper Industry (PPI) is part of the solution!

 The PPI is producing a wide range of bio-based products and green energy out of 

timber.

 10 % of the overall renewable energy in Austria is provided by the PPI.

 PPI has still potential for new bio-based products out of timber to substitute fossil-

based products.

 To ensure the availability of timber for future generations, we must increase felling 

volumes, optimize the timber-volume per hectare as well as consistent cascading use.
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Q&A




